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On Jan. 10, about 10,000 people demonstrated in the streets of Managua on the 10th anniversary
of the murder of La Prensa editor Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, marking the largest opposition
demonstration since the Sandinistas came to power in 1979. The demonstration was organized
by the Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinator, a coalition of conservative political parties, business,
and labor organizations. After a mass celebrated in the San Miguel Arcangel church, the crowd
marched to Chamorro's tomb. Participants demanded press freedom, an end to compulsory military
service, and fewer government controls on unions, education and the economy. No incidents
were reported during the march. Police observed from a distance as demonstrators chanting
slogans marched in the streets of the capital. President of the Coordinator, Carlos Huembes, said
a direct dialogue among the government, contra leaders, and with the domestic civic opposition,
is necessary to establish peace in Nicaragua. Mario Rappaccioli, a millionaire businessman who
heads the Conservative Party a small opposition party affiliated with the Coordinadora , said:
"With this demonstration of force of the opposition we are requesting a true democracy, as
well as repudiating the Sandinista system." Chamorro was shot to death on Jan. 10, 1978. His
death triggered a mass insurrection against the Somoza dictatorship which continued until the
Sandinistas came to power in July 1979. Chamorro is known as a martyr for civil liberties, and his
thought and works are praised by both the political opposition and the Sandinistas. The three
daily newspapers in Managua are run by Pedro Joaquin's close relatives. His son, Carlos Fernando
Chamorro, is editor of the Sandinistas' official newspaper, Barricada. Pedro Joaquin's brother,
Xavier Chamorro, is editor of pro-government daily El Nuevo Diaro. Today, La Prensa's editor-inchief is Violeta Chamorro, Pedro Joaquin's widow. (Basic data from several sources, including AP,
01/10/88; New York Times, 01/11/88) [Ed. notes: Although the demonstration was organized by the
Coordinadora, it is unlikely that the majority of participants were affiliated with groups under the
coalition. People affiliated with domestic opposition groups who are not members of Coordinadora
coalition outnumber the latter. Disappointment and disgruntlement with food shortages and
the on-going war is common throughout Nicaraguan society. Consequently, the demonstration
probably also attracted several hundreds of persons who are not affiliated with any opposition
organization. The Coordinadora, founded in 1981, is a coalition of political parties Conservative
Party of Nicaragua (PCN), Constitutionalist Liberal Party (PLC), Social Christian Party (PSC), and
Social Democratic Party (PSD) two trade union federations, and the Superior Council on Private
Enterprise, an umbrella business organization. Since its inception, the Coordinadora has been
openly opposed to all aspects of the Nicaraguan revolution. It defends the "free market" economy,
large landed interests, direct negotiation with the contras, total amnesty (including imprisoned
National Guard) and opposition by the Catholic Church hierarchy to the Nicaraguan government.
During the 1984 electoral campaign, La Prensa gave space to no opposition views other than those
expressed by the Coordinadora. In the presidential elections, Arturo Cruz was selected as the
Coordinadora's candidate. The Coordinadora put forth a list of preconditions (such as dialogue
with the contras) for participating in elections. After three months of negotiations, during which the
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government postponed the registration deadline three times, and offered to postpone the elections,
the Coordinadora turned down the deal Cruz had negotiated with government. By boycotting the
election, the Coordinadora's goal was to discredit the government instead of opposing it through
existing institutions. The Coordinadora is frequently named by the Reagan administration and
US Embassy in Nicaragua as the only opposition. The Conservative Party of Nicaragua (PCN) was
founded in 1984, result of a split from the Democratic Conservative Party. The PCN is identified
with the landed oligarchy and big business interests that were traditionally organized in the 150year-old Conservative Party, which collapsed in 1979. Party members split with the Democratic
Conservatives over the decision to participate in the 1984 elections. The party is a dominant voice
in the Coordinadora together with COSEP. At present, the PCN is divided internally. In effect, the
party consists of two organizations with the same name, one led by Rappaccioli and the other by
Miriam Arguello. Party following is limited.]
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